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ASSIGNMENT  BOOKLET  A 
COMMUNITY  HEALTH  3020— PARENTING 
SECTION  1 ASSIGNMENT  AND  SECTION  2 ASSIGNMENT 

Your  mark  for  this  course  will  be  determined  in  part  by  how  well  you  do  your  assignments. 

This  Assignment  Booklet  is  worth  60  marks  out  of  the  total  100  marks  for  the  assignments.  The 
value  of  each  assignment  and  each  question  is  stated  in  the  left  margin. 

Work  slowly  and  carefully.  If  you  have  difficulty,  go  back  and  review  the  appropriate  topic. 

Be  sure  to  proofread  your  answers  carefully. 


Section  1 Assignment:  Parenting — The  Rewards  and  the 
Challenges 

Read  all  parts  of  your  assignment  carefully  and  record  your  answers  in  the  appropriate 
places. 

1 . Fill  in  the  blanks  to  identify  the  type  of  parent  or  family  described  in  each  of  the  following 
situations. 


a.  Katina  and  Dimitri,  each  of  whom  has  children  from  a previous  marriage,  get  married, 
and  they  and  their  children  move  into  the  same  home.  This  new  family  is  a(n) 
family. 

b.  Tamar  lives  with  his  mother  and  father.  Theirs  is  a typical 

family. 

c.  Mrs.  Petersen  earns  money  by  taking  in  children  in  crisis.  She  and  her  husband  are 

parents  to  these  children. 


d. 


When  Elena  was  killed  in  a car  accident,  her  brother  Juan  was  appointed 

of  her  children,  according  to  Elena’s  wishes  as  expressed  in  her 


will. 


e.  Lucy  was  only  17  when  her  child  was  bom,  and  she  had  no  way  of  supporting  him. 
Therefore  she  gave  up  her  legal  rights  and  responsibilities  in  relation  to  the  child  to  the 
Gagnons,  who  were  unable  to  have  children  of  their  own.  Lucy  is  the  child’s 
mother  while  Mrs.  Gagnon  is  his 


mother. 
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2.  Put  a T or  an  F at  the  beginning  of  each  statement  that  follows  to  indicate  whether  it  is  true 
or  false. 

a.  If  a common-law  arrangement  lasts  ten  months,  only  the  mother  of  any  offspring 

of  the  union  is  considered  the  children’s  legal  guardian. 

b.  Both  biological  parents  have  some  legal  obligations  to  provide  for  their  children. 

c.  A stepparent  automatically  assumes  a legal  responsibility  for  his  or  her 

stepchildren. 

d.  It  is  illegal  in  Alberta  for  a single  person  to  adopt  a child. 

e.  If  a child  over  the  age  of  12  is  being  adopted  by  a stepparent,  that  child’s  consent 

will  normally  be  required. 

3.  In  Section  1,  you’ve  thought  in  a rather  general  way  about  the  challenges  and  the  rewards  of 
parenting.  Imagine  that  a friend  or  a sibling  of  yours  has  just  married  and  has  told  you  that 
she  and  her  husband  (or  that  he  and  his  wife)  are  anxious  to  start  a family  right  away.  The 
husband  in  the  marriage  has  a full-time  job,  but  it  pays  little  and  it’s  not  very  secure.  He’s 
thinking  about  going  back  to  school  someday  to  upgrade  his  skills — but  not  just  yet.  The 
wife  has  a part-time  job,  but  what  she  really  longs  for  is  motherhood. 

At  present,  the  couple  is  living  in  a one-bedroom  apartment.  The  relationship  seems  to  be  a 
stable  and  a happy  one,  but  of  course  the  marriage  is  very  young.  Both  spouses  love 
children,  and  they  come  from  big  families.  The  wife’s  extended  family  all  live  nearby,  and 
they’re  very  close. 

Your  friend  has  asked  for  your  advice.  Write  her  (or  him)  a letter  in  which  you  explain  the 
challenges  and  the  rewards  you  see  facing  the  couple  if  they  start  having  children  now.  Give 
your  advice  as  to  what  you  think  they  should  do,  and  be  sure  to  back  it  up  with  solid  reasons 
and  explanations.  Your  letter  should  be  at  least  two  handwritten  pages  in  length  (single 
spaced),  or  an  equivalent  amount  if  done  on  a computer. 

You  can  write  your  letter  in  the  space  provided  or  firmly  attach  a computer  printout  to  this 
booklet,  clearly  and  fully  labeled. 

Dear , 


(There  is  more  room  for  your  answer  on  the  next  page.) 
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Section  2 Assignment:  Parenting  Styles 

Read  all  parts  of  your  assignment  carefully  and  record  your  answers  in  the  appropriate 
places. 

1 . Following  are  three  scenarios  typical  of  those  that  can  occur  in  almost  any  home  with 
children.  For  each  one,  predict  how  a parent  using  each  of  the  three  principal  parenting 
styles  might  deal  with  it. 

a.  Kelsey  and  Matt,  four-year-old  twins,  enjoy  playing  with  building  blocks.  They  don’t, 
however,  enjoy  picking  them  up  and  putting  them  away  when  they’re  finished. 

• Authoritarian  Style 
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Authoritative  Style 
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• Permissive  Style 


b.  Amanda,  a Grade  8 student,  has  been  asked  to  a rock  concert  by  Jordan,  who’s  in 
Grade  12.  Amanda’s  parents  are  concerned. 
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Authoritarian  Style 
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c.  Pierre’s  mother,  a single  parent,  wants  Pierre  to  make  supper  whenever  she  has  to  work 
late— normally  twice  a week.  On  top  of  this,  she  expects  Pierre,  who’s  15,  to  help  wash 
the  dishes  and  keep  his  room  tidy.  Pierre  thinks  that  this  is  expecting  too  much,  and  he 
refuses  to  undertake  these  tasks. 

• Authoritarian  Style 


Authoritative  Style 
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• Permissive  Style 
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2.  Imagine  yourself  as  a parent.  Which  parenting  style  do  you  think  you  would  adopt?  Be  sure 
to  explain  your  reasons. 
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3.  In  Section  2,  you’ve  looked  at  qualities  and  skills  that  good  parents  should  have.  In  your 
opinion,  what  three  qualities  or  skills  are  most  important  when  it  comes  to  parenting?  Give 
reasons  for  your  answers. 


Community  Health  3020 


12 


Assignment  Booklet  A 


4. 


Another  thing  you  were  asked  to  think  about  in  Section  3 is  how  people’s  culture  can  affect 
their  parenting  styles.  Your  task  now  is  to  do  some  research  into  the  traditional  parenting 
styles  of  two  distinct  cultures  and  write  a short  report  that  compares  and  contrasts  them. 
Your  report  should  be  at  least  one  typed  page  in  length  if  done  on  a computer  or  an 
equivalent  if  done  in  handwriting.  (If  you  choose  to  write  your  report  on  a computer,  be  sure 
to  label  the  printout  clearly  and  fully  and  attach  it  securely  to  this  Assignment  Booklet.) 


To  do  your  research,  a good  place  to  start  is  your  school  or  local  library.  If  you’ve  already 
been  using  parenting  guides,  parenting  magazines,  and  related  sources,  you  should  know 
where  to  look.  If  not,  ask  the  librarian  for  help.  Your  Community  Health  teacher  should  also 
be  able  to  assist  you. 


Another  idea  is  to  use  the  Internet.  There  are  many  sources  of  information  on  the  Internet, 
but  a good  place  to  start  might  be  the  Child  & Family  Canada  website  at  this  address: 


http  ://w  ww.cfc-efc.ca/ 

Click  on  the  button  “Come  and  see  our  library  of  over  1300  documents!”  Then  click  on  the 
“Parenting”  button,  though  you  may  find  information  elsewhere  in  the  “library,”  too. 


Of  course,  the  best  way  to  get  information  is  often  to  talk  with  people.  If  you  know  people 
from  different  cultural  backgrounds,  why  not  talk  with  them  and  do  your  research  that  way? 
Be  sure  to  have  your  questions  prepared  beforehand,  take  notes,  and  thank  the  person  you 
interviewed  after  the  discussion. 


Your  report  will  be  marked  principally  on  content — the  research  you’ve  done  and  the 
material  you  present.  Some  marks,  however,  will  be  awarded  for  organization  and  writing 
mechanics  as  well — spelling,  grammar,  and  punctuation. 

If  you  choose,  you  may  record  your  report  on  an  audiocassette  or  videocassette.  If  so,  be  sure 
to  submit  the  cassette  with  this  Assignment  Booklet  and  label  it  carefully.  Have  it  wound  so 
that  the  presentation  will  start  as  soon  as  the  cassette  begins  to  run.  Taped  presentations  will 
be  graded  according  to  presentation  and  voice  as  well  as  the  criteria  already  laid  out. 


(There  is  more  room  for  your  answer  on  the  next  page.) 
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